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your horses be well looked after and your luggage
safely stowed away is your servants' care; they are
not worth their salt if they do not see to that without
prompting, and you are not worth yours if your ser-
vants be not attentive and faithful in these countries.

Salutations given and returned, follow questionings
as to your whence and whither (not the great * whence7
and ' whither/ regarding neither of which any true
Mahometan ever felt the anxieties of doubtful con-
jecture, but the more proximate ones of your actual
journey); questions, however, put courteously and in
a round-about manner. You will do well to answer
plainly, but with the quiet unconcern of a man who
feels himself, his ways, and doings, to be above com-
ment as above interference. And here let us presume on
experience so far as to give a hint of 'etiquette' to our
lively French brother travellers, our energetic English,
and our busy, laborious G-erman investigators. When
received as a guest among Mahometans, whether Turks,
Arabs, or Koordes, be ready to speak when called on,
but never show forwardness or desire of talk ; be
respectful in demeanour to the master of the house,
and civilly cool to all the rest; be careful, above all,
of your own decorum; take your ease easily, and yet
have somewhat an air of holding back; never, if
possible, notice a deficiency in attentions, material or
other, at the time, yet never pass it over altogether and
as if unperceived when occasion offers later on ; if you
absolutely require anything which happens not to be
close at hand, call for it as quietly and simply as if
the house were your own; in a word, reconcile in your
conduct the two opposite adages of the Levant, e A
guest is a king/ and ' A guest should be modest/ If
in addition to all this you can conveniently, and at
an early date of the interview, show that you are